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FOUNDATION HONORS SUSQUEHANNOCK FOREST DISTRIC WITH                                       2011 FOREST OF THE YEAR AWARD                                                
     Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF) recognized the recipients of the 2011 state park and forests awards at a reception (sponsored by Fermata, Inc.) and a gala dinner held at the Country Club of Harrisburg May 3, 2011.  This is the fifth year for the awards program which recognized eight groups, facilities and/or individuals for exemplary service, programs and work to protect and enhance our state park and forest system.
     The Forest of the Year Award, sponsored by Dominion, was presented to the Susquehannock Forest District in recognition of their exemplary work balancing the needs of the recreation community, timber and natural gas industries through the formation of key partnerships while maintaining the integrity of the forest ecosystem.

     Deriving its name from the Susquehannock Indian tribe that once inhabited the region, the Susquehannock State Forest is a beautiful and remote 265,000 acres located in the heart of the Pennsylvania Wilds in Potter, Clinton, and McKean Counties. The Susquehannock is known for containing some of the finest and most productive black cherry forests in the world, and includes the remote 30,000-acre Hammersley Wild; and Dutlinger Natural Area.  

     Recreational resources abound in this district including 550 miles of hiking trails, 180 miles of public use roads, 16 vistas, the Susquehannock Trail System (85 mile loop trail), 5 state parks (Lyman Run, Sizerville, Bendigo, Sinnemahoning and Kinzua Bridge), a 43-mile ATV trail, the 20-mile Denton Hill Cross Country Ski Trail, and 250 miles of groomed snowmobile trails.

     A particular challenge to the Susquehannock State forest is the commonwealth only owns mineral rights on 50% of the forest lands.  Being in the Marcellus Shale region, district staff have been working hard to manage the forest’s diverse recreational abundance with the increasing pressure of Marcellus Gas drilling, including:

· Proactively working with drilling companies to minimize their development impacts.  

· Devoting a staff person to administer active leases and activity on the lands where the state does not own the mineral rights.

· Managing the conflicts between gas drilling, timber sales, maintenance, and recreational activities.  

Additionally, the district has the largest and most active timber management program within the 20 forest districts, with approximately 17% of the state’s total acreage and 50 % of the total revenue.

     To balance the needs of the recreation communities, timber industry, and natural gas industry, the Susquehannock has developed several key partnerships including:  USDA Forest Service research, Ski Denton, PA Lumber Museum, Potter County Visitors Bureau, and the Potter County Natural Gas Task Force.  

     In addition, the District has worked successfully with the natural gas industry to develop pipeline access adjacent to current roads and to construct the pipelines so that they can be groomed in the winter for snowmobile use and developed a productive relationship with the North Central Landowners Association.  The active and professional staff of the Susquehannock State Forest District are committed to making sure that the forest is managed well for current and future generations to connect to our forest resources. 
     Award recipients received a hand-carved bowl made from burl wood from Robert H. Gochnauer Wood Turning, Lancaster, PA with engraved base, an award certificate from the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, and PA House and Senate citations from their state senators and representatives.

Other award recipients include:

· Keystone Legacy Award:  Robert Griffith, Retired (2010), Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (Sponsored by Woorich, Inc.)

In recognition of his lifetime of outstanding service to enhance and protect Pennsylvania’s natural assets through his exemplary leadership in the recreation and park field.
· President’s Award: Borough of Ohiopyle (Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy)

For their efforts working cooperatively with multiple partners including Ohiopyle State Park, DCNR, and local residents to preserve, protect and enhance this unique and special community.
· Joseph Ibberson Government Award: The Forest Assessment Team—DCNR Bureau of Forestry (Sponsored by Mr. Joseph Ibberson)

For their work completing a statewide forest resource and assessment plan that now serves as a national model.

· Park of the Year: Pine Grove Furnace State Park (Sponsored by Gecko Group)
For their work improving both facilities and programs at the park through the formation of a volunteer friends group; a partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy to restore the Iron Master’s Mansion; and, with the Appalachian Trail Museum Association to open the Appalachian Trail Museum.
· Friends Volunteerism Award: The Friends of Mt. Pisgah (Sponsored by Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society)
For their outstanding work helping to increase the parks visibility through innovative and creative events, educational and recreational activities, all bringing families together outdoors.
· Friends Education Award: Mr. John Salvetti, Prince Gallitzin State Park Volunteer (Sponsored by Talisman Energy USA)

For his 26 years of service to the Bureau of State Parks, specifically his coordination of a bluebird monitoring program for Prince Gallitzin State Park; and for sharing his knowledge and passion for ornithology by providing numerous educational birding programs helping to attract many visitors to Prince Gallitzin State Park.
· Friends Improvement Award: Mr. Thomas Scully, Mechanicsburg, PA (Sponsored by Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce)
For his extensive volunteer services to improve and maintain hundreds of miles of hiking trails in state parks and forests and along the Appalachian Trail. 

Additional information about each award can be found on our website:  www.PaParksAndForests.org.

About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, and protection of our natural/cultural resources. PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests. Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 
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