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FOUNDATION HONORS MR. THOMAS SCULLY OF MECHANICSBURG                                                WITH FRIENDS IMPROVEMENT AWARD                                                
     Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF) recognized the recipients of the 2011 state park and forests awards at a reception (sponsored by Fermata, Inc.) and gala dinner held at the Country Club of Harrisburg May 3, 2011.  This is the fifth year for the awards program which recognized eight groups, facilities and/or individuals for exemplary service, programs and work to protect and enhance our state park and forest system.
     The Friends Improvement Award, sponsored by the Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, was presented to Mr. Thomas Scully of Mechanicsburg, PA in recognition of his extensive volunteer services to improve and maintain hundreds of miles of hiking trails in state parks and forests and along the Appalachian Trail. 

     When hiking the trails of Pennsylvania, we often don’t think of those who spend countless hours of their time and professional talent to develop and maintain the hundreds of miles of hiking trails in our parks and forests.  Tom Scully is one of those dedicated volunteers who has been instrumental in helping make these improvements a reality.

      A resident of Mechanicsburg, Tom holds a Bachelor of Science in landscape architecture from the Pennsylvania State University and currently works as landscape architect for R.J. Fisher & Associates in New Cumberland.  He has spent 15 years working with the Susquehanna Appalachian Trail Club as well as 15 years as a trail maintainer for the Cumberland Valley Appalachian Trail Club.  

     With the Susquehanna A.T. Club, Tom worked on a redesign and construction of a mile-long section of the Appalachian National Scenic Trail (A.T.) adopted by the Club, including full color maps for Pennsylvania.  He resurrected the Darlington Trail which runs from Marysville along the Cumberland/Perry county line, west to the A.T.  Tom led the crews who built and opened the trail and coordinated approval of the work with the Game Commission.  

     Tom was also instrumental in the redesign of the 72+ mile Link Trail.  Originally developed in the 1970’s, the trail connected the Mid-State Trail at Greenwood Furnace State Park to the Tuscarora Trail at Cowan’s Gap State Park along forest roads and streets. The trail was renamed the Standing Stone Trail and Tom stepped forward to volunteer to put together a Master Plan to achieve the Club’s vision of making this a premier hiking trail.  His contributions included:

· Flagging the entire trail, designing changes and planning labor needs.

· Compiling documentation including measurements and GPS locations, mapping of relocations, PNDI resolutions and environmental studies.

· Producing the final Master Plan with 5 Modules, a PowerPoint Presentation with CDs of supporting documentation which was submitted to the state.

This project involved countless hours of volunteer time, talent and patience with the result of the plan being currently implemented.  

     Tom also works on trails in Pinchot State Park in York County, and the Big Boyds Tree and Ibberson Conservation Areas in Dauphin County.  These are just a few examples of the exemplary volunteer leadership that Tom has undertaken to help maintain and enhance our hiking trail system. 

     Award recipients received a hand-carved bowl made from burl wood from Robert H. Gochnauer Wood Turning, Lancaster, PA with engraved base, an award certificate from the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, and PA House and Senate citations from their state senators and representatives.

Other award recipients include:

· Keystone Legacy Award:  Robert Griffith, Retired (2010), Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (Sponsored by Woorich, Inc.)

In recognition of his lifetime of outstanding service to enhance and protect Pennsylvania’s natural assets through his exemplary leadership in the recreation and park field.
· President’s Award: Borough of Ohiopyle (Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy)

For their efforts working cooperatively with multiple partners including Ohiopyle State Park, DCNR, and local residents to preserve, protect and enhance this unique and special community.
· Joseph Ibberson Government Award: The Forest Assessment Team—DCNR Bureau of Forestry (Sponsored by Mr. Joseph Ibberson)

For their work completing a statewide forest resource and assessment plan that now serves as a national model.

· Park of the Year: Pine Grove Furnace State Park (Sponsored by Gecko Group)
For their work improving both facilities and programs at the park through the formation of a volunteer friends group; a partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy to restore the Iron Master’s Mansion; and, with the Appalachian Trail Museum Association to open the Appalachian Trail Museum.
· Forest of the Year: Susquehannock State Forest  (Sponsored by Dominion)

For its exemplary work balancing the needs of the recreation community, timber industry, and the natural gas industry through the formation of key partnerships while maintaining the integrity of the forest ecosystem.  

· Friends Education Award: Mr. John Salvetti, Prince Gallitzin State Park Volunteer (Sponsored by Talisman Energy USA)

For his 26 years of service to the Bureau of State Parks, specifically his coordination of a bluebird monitoring program for Prince Gallitzin State Park; and for sharing his knowledge and passion for ornithology by providing numerous educational birding programs helping to attract many visitors to Prince Gallitzin State Park.
· Friends Volunteerism Award: The Friends of Mt. Pisgah (Sponsored by Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society)

For their outstanding work helping to increase the parks visibility through innovative and creative events, educational and recreational activities, all bringing families together outdoors.

Additional information about each award can be found on our website:  www.PaParksAndForests.org.
About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, and protection of our natural/cultural resources. PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests. Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 
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