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FOUNDATION HONORS FRIENDS OF MT. PISGAH WITH VOLUNTEERISM AWARD                                                
     Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF) recognized the recipients of the 2011 state park and forests awards at a reception (sponsored by Fermata, Inc.) and gala dinner held at the Country Club of Harrisburg May 3, 2011.  This is the fifth year for the awards program which recognized eight groups, facilities and/or individuals for exemplary service, programs and work to protect and enhance our state park and forest system.
     The Friends Volunteerism Award, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society, was presented to the Friends of Mt. Pisgah in recognition of their outstanding work helping to increase the park’s visibility through innovative and creative events, educational and recreational activities, while bringing families together outdoors.

     The Friends of Mt. Pisgah (FOMP) hit the ground running right after they formed as a chapter of PPFF in April of 2010.  They immediately began assisting with the park’s activities and programs and introduced a new event to help attract visitors to the park.  Their many accomplishments in 2010 include: 
· Hosting a membership drive over the 4th of July weekend, recruiting over 300 new members!

· Launching the FOMP website:  www.friendsofmountpisgah.org.
· Sponsoring the Women in the Wilds (WITW) in August setting a new attendance record for this program with 233 women attending.  WITW’s goal is to get women involved in outdoor conservation activities such as archery, backpacking, gardening, fly tying, canoeing and kayaking. Over $9000 was raised from this event from registration fees, silent auction and other activities as well as donations from individuals and businesses.
· Assisting with the 16th annual Bradford County Youth Field Day in August.  Over 300 children, ages 5-18, participated in hands-on conservation education activities on topics ranging from insects, water quality and fishing, to trapping, shooting, archery, survival.

· Hosting the first annual Apple Butter Day in October with over 600 visitors attending.  FOMP helped to coordinate old-fashioned activities including pumpkin carving, stirring apple butter, making real dairy butter and hand cranking ice cream.  Visitors also enjoyed horse-drawn wagon rides, a pig roast and live band.  FOMP members were able to attract new members and raised funds.

Since its inception, the FOMP, with a core group of 30 volunteers/members, have raised over $12,000, recruited 400 new members, and logged over 1000 volunteer hours.  
     Award recipients received a hand-carved bowl made from burl wood from Robert H. Gochnauer Wood Turning, Lancaster, PA with engraved base, an award certificate from the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, and PA House and Senate citations from their state senators and representatives.

Other award recipients include:

· Keystone Legacy Award:  Robert Griffith, Retired (2010), Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (Sponsored by Woorich, Inc.)

In recognition of his lifetime of outstanding service to enhance and protect Pennsylvania’s natural assets through his exemplary leadership in the recreation and park field.
· President’s Award: Borough of Ohiopyle (Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy)

For their efforts working cooperatively with multiple partners including Ohiopyle State Park, DCNR, and local residents to preserve, protect and enhance this unique and special community.
· Joseph Ibberson Government Award: The Forest Assessment Team—DCNR Bureau of Forestry (Sponsored by Mr. Joseph Ibberson)

For their work completing a statewide forest resource and assessment plan that now serves as a national model.

· Park of the Year: Pine Grove Furnace State Park (Sponsored by Gecko Group)
For their work improving both facilities and programs at the park through the formation of a volunteer friends group; a partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy to restore the Iron Master’s Mansion; and, with the Appalachian Trail Museum Association to open the Appalachian Trail Museum.
· Forest of the Year: Susquehannock State Forest  (Sponsored by Dominion)

For its exemplary work balancing the needs of the recreation community, timber industry, and the natural gas industry through the formation of key partnerships while maintaining the integrity of the forest ecosystem.  

· Friends Education Award: Mr. John Salvetti, Prince Gallitzin State Park Volunteer (Sponsored by Talisman Energy USA)

For his 26 years of service to the Bureau of State Parks, specifically his coordination of a bluebird monitoring program for Prince Gallitzin State Park; and for sharing his knowledge and passion for ornithology by providing numerous educational birding programs helping to attract many visitors to Prince Gallitzin State Park.
· Friends Improvement Award: Mr. Thomas Scully, Mechanicsburg, PA (Sponsored by Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce)
For his extensive volunteer services to improve and maintain hundreds of miles of hiking trails in state parks and forests and along the Appalachian Trail. 

Additional information about each award can be found on our website:  www.PaParksAndForests.org.

About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, and protection of our natural/cultural resources. PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests. Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 
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