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FOUNDATION HONORS DCNR’S FOREST ASSESSMENT TEAM                                                           WITH 2011 GOVERNMENT AWARD

Harrisburg – The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF) recognized the recipients of the 2011 state park and forests awards at a reception (sponsored by Fermata, Inc.) and gala dinner held at the Country Club of Harrisburg May 3, 2011.  This is the fifth year for the awards program which recognized eight groups, facilities and individuals for exemplary service, programs and work to protect and enhance our state park and forest system.

     The Joseph Ibberson Government Award, sponsored by the late Joseph Ibberson, was presented to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Forest Assessment Team in recognition of their outstanding team work producing a statewide forest resource and assessment plan that serves as a national model. “The work of the Forest Assessment Team exemplifies Mr. Ibberson’s commitment to forestry and conservation by promoting forest stewardship and sustainability,” said Marci Mowery, President of the Foundation. 
     In 2008, to be elgible for US Forest Service funding for forest stewardship, urban and community forestry, forest health, and fire programs, the federal Farm Bill mandated that states complete a statewide forest resource assessment and strategy.  DCNR Bureau of Forestry receives federal funding from the US Forest Service which generally averages $3 to $4 million and is used to fund many projects and staff, paticularly in Penn State’s Forest Stewardship and Urban and Community Forestry Extension Programs.  

     An Assessment and Strategy Team, with staff representing various departments within DCNR, overcame many challenges to meet the June 2010 deadline, producing a nationally recognized plan that goes well beyond any individual program area in the Bureau of Forestry (BOF). Others affected include key DCNR stakeholders and neighboring states.

     The report provides direction for the BOF's service forestry program, which interacts directly with the public; direction for the BOF's Forest Health program, which addresses gypsy moth and other invasive species; and provides direction for the BOF's forest fire program, which is responsible for wildland fire suppression, safety, and the use of prescribed fire.  

     One of the highlights of the effort includes an analysis of forest sustainability, articulating threats to forest, and the importance of taking care of today's forests for future generations.  The effort included advanced GIS analysis, which will enable improved effectiveness in implementing DCNR programs on a landscape level.  The GIS anlysis generated maps of various forest values and threats to those values in new and innovative ways.  These maps are resulting in more thoughtful and collective dialogue among both staff and DCNR's stakeholders.  In an attempt to address community forest sustainability, the project team developed a creative visual aid called the "sustainability meter,"  which enables dialogue on forest sustainability.  

     The effort was well received by DCNR stakeholders and the approach is now being discussed among states in both the Northeast and Western US as a model communicating sustainable forestry.  

DCNR Forest Assesment Team Members include:

Rachel Billingham (Rural and Community Forestry), Don Eggen (Forest Pest Management), Roy Brubaker (while he was with Ecological Services), Mike Kern (Forest Fire Protection), Sara Nicholas (DCNR Policy Office), Jodie Gribik (DCNR Parks and Forestry Deputate), Paul Roth (Inventory and Monitoring), Joe Petroski (Geospatial Applications), Matt Keefer (Resource Planning and Inventory), Seth Cassell (Communications and Interpretations)
Award recipients received a hand-carved bowl made from burl wood from Robert H. Gochnauer Wood Turning, Lancaster, PA with engraved base, an award certificate from the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, and PA House and Senate citations from their state senators and representatives.

Other award recipients include:

· Keystone Legacy Award:  Robert Griffith, Retired (2010), Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (Sponsored by Woorich, Inc.)

In recognition of his lifetime of outstanding service to enhance and protect Pennsylvania’s natural assets through his exemplary leadership in the recreation and park field.
· President’s Award: Borough of Ohiopyle (Sponsored by Chesapeake Energy)

For their efforts working cooperatively with multiple partners including Ohiopyle State Park, DCNR, and local residents to preserve, protect and enhance this unique and special community.
· Park of the Year: Pine Grove Furnace State Park (Sponsored by Gecko Group)
For their work improving both facilities and programs at the park through the formation of a volunteer friends group; a partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy to restore the Iron Master’s Mansion; and, with the Appalachian Trail Museum Association to open the Appalachian Trail Museum.
· Forest of the Year: Susquehannock State Forest  (Sponsored by Dominion)

For its exemplary work balancing the needs of the recreation community, timber industry, and the natural gas industry through the formation of key partnerships while maintaining the integrity of the forest ecosystem.  
· Friends Volunteerism Award: The Friends of Mt. Pisgah (Sponsored by Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society)
For their outstanding work helping to increase the parks visibility through innovative and creative events, educational and recreational activities, all bringing families together outdoors.
· Friends Education Award: Mr. John Salvetti, Prince Gallitzin State Park Volunteer (Sponsored by Talisman Energy USA)

For his 26 years of service to the Bureau of State Parks, specifically his coordination of a bluebird monitoring program for Prince Gallitzin State Park; and for sharing his knowledge and passion for ornithology by providing numerous educational birding programs helping to attract many visitors to Prince Gallitzin State Park.
· Friends Improvement Award: Mr. Thomas Scully, Mechanicsburg, PA (Sponsored by Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce)
For his extensive volunteer services to improve and maintain hundreds of miles of hiking trails in state parks and forests and along the Appalachian Trail. 

Additional information about each award can be found on our website:  www.PaParksAndForests.org.

About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, and protection of our natural/cultural resources. PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests. Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 
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