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FOUNDATION HONORS OHIOPYLE BOROUGH WITH 2011 PRESIDENT’S AWARD                                                        
Harrisburg – The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation (PPFF) recognized the recipients of the 2011 state park and forests awards at a reception (sponsored by Fermata, Inc.) and gala dinner held at the Country Club of Harrisburg May 3, 2011.  This is the fifth year for the awards program which recognized eight groups, facilities and/or individuals for exemplary service, programs and work to protect and enhance our state park and forest system.
     The President’s Award, sponsored by Chesapeake Energy, was presented to the Ohiopyle Borough in recognition of their exemplary efforts working cooperatively with multiple partners including Ohiopyle State Park, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, and local residents to preserve, protect and enhance this gateway community.

     Over a million people each year flock to this tiny community of 77 full-time residents to visit one of the crown jewels of the state park system.   Often overwhelmed by the many visitors seeking out the park’s outstanding feature, the Borough is an integral part of the visitor experience to the park.  It is home to businesses that cater to park visitors including rafting and boating outfitters, bike rentals, lodging, camp stores and restaurants.  

     A study conducted by the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) recognized that Ohiopyle is a key portal to the Laurel Highlands region and recommended that the borough build a strong partnership to ensure the continued and improved sustainability of both the borough and the park.  

     The borough and park embarked on a joint master planning strategy to address issues such as parking, infrastructure, safety, revenue generation, building design guidelines and zoning ordinance updates.  During 2009, the borough worked tirelessly in this process from helping to select a consultant, to active participation in meetings to provide input to the consultant, discussing strategies, and laying the groundwork for an improved community. 

     In addition, the Borough Council participated in design meetings for the new visitor center and assisted with securing funding for, and implementing, major infrastructure projects such as stormwater, traffic congestion, sewage treatment, and visitor needs.  They also received a DCNR grant and private funding to upgrade the in-town community park, working closely with the design consultant to deliver a new space that will be used by residents and visitors.

     Finally, the borough agreed to exchange the last remaining privately-owned land along the Yough River Gorge to the park giving it uninterrupted river access in exchange for land contiguous to the borough’s residential area allowing development of additional housing.  

     The unique cooperation between the borough and multiple partners, along with the tremendous level of effort and commitment by both Borough Council and local residents to this process is commendable and serves as a role model for other communities.  

     Award recipients received a hand-carved bowl made from burl wood from Robert H. Gochnauer Wood Turning, Lancaster, PA with engraved base, an award certificate from the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, and PA House and Senate citations from their state senators and representatives.

Other award recipients include:

· Keystone Legacy Award:  Robert Griffith, Retired (2010), Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (Sponsored by Woorich, Inc.)

In recognition of his lifetime of outstanding service to enhance and protect Pennsylvania’s natural assets through his exemplary leadership in the recreation and park field.
· Joseph Ibberson Government Award: The Forest Assessment Team—DCNR Bureau of Forestry (Sponsored by Mr. Joseph Ibberson)

For their work completing a statewide forest resource and assessment plan that now serves as a national model.

· Park of the Year: Pine Grove Furnace State Park (Sponsored by Gecko Group)
For their work improving both facilities and programs at the park through the formation of a volunteer friends group; a partnership with the Central Pennsylvania Conservancy to restore the Iron Master’s Mansion; and, with the Appalachian Trail Museum Association to open the Appalachian Trail Museum.
· Forest of the Year: Susquehannock State Forest  (Sponsored by Dominion)

For its exemplary work balancing the needs of the recreation community, timber industry, and the natural gas industry through the formation of key partnerships while maintaining the integrity of the forest ecosystem.  
· Friends Volunteerism Award: The Friends of Mt. Pisgah (Sponsored by Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society)
For their outstanding work helping to increase the parks visibility through innovative and creative events, educational and recreational activities, all bringing families together outdoors.
· Friends Education Award: Mr. John Salvetti, Prince Gallitzin State Park Volunteer (Sponsored by Talisman Energy USA)

For his 26 years of service to the Bureau of State Parks, specifically his coordination of a bluebird monitoring program for Prince Gallitzin State Park; and for sharing his knowledge and passion for ornithology by providing numerous educational birding programs helping to attract many visitors to Prince Gallitzin State Park.
· Friends Improvement Award: Mr. Thomas Scully, Mechanicsburg, PA (Sponsored by Greater Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce)
For his extensive volunteer services to improve and maintain hundreds of miles of hiking trails in state parks and forests and along the Appalachian Trail. 

Additional information about each award can be found on our website:  www.PaParksAndForests.org.

About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, and protection of our natural/cultural resources. PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests. Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 
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