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September 17, 2010
STATE HISTORICAL MARKER HONORS MAURICE K. GODDARD, CHAMPION OF PENNSYLVANIA’S NATURAL RESOURCES
Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, together with the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, unveiled an official State Historical Marker today honoring Maurice K. Goddard (1912-1995).  The Historical Marker stands in front of the Rachel Carson State Office Building in Harrisburg which houses both the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Protection.
 “It is fitting that the first Historical Marker honoring Dr. Goddard be erected here,” said Marci Mowery, PPFF President. “Maurice Goddard professionalized park and forest staffing via the civil service program, one of what Goddard considered his greatest accomplishments.” 
"PHMC is proud to recognize the contributions of Maurice K. Goddard as a driving force in creating Pennsylvania's nationally recognized state forestry and parks system and for his leadership in in the environmental movement," explains Barbara Franco Executive Director. "Pennsylvania's blue and gold historical markers across the Commonwealth feature more than 2000 people, places, and events that have affected the lives of Pennsylvanians.  Maurice Goddard's contributions to the conservation of the state's forests, parks and waterways are a legacy for all Pennsylvanians."

Goddard, considered to be the ‘Patriarch of Pennsylvania State Parks’, was known for his blunt, no-nonsense style and served under five Pennsylvania governors as Secretary of Forests and Waters and as the founding Secretary of the Department of Environmental Resources (1955-1979).  He spent an unprecedented 24 years as a cabinet officer, realizing his vision of a park within 25 miles of every Pennsylvanian.  Only six of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties are without a state park.  During his tenure, Goddard added 45 parks and 130,000 acres of park land, gaining national recognition for Pennsylvania’s state park system.

“Maurice Goddard was a passionate and committed leader with great vision.  It has been an honor to follow in his footsteps,” remarked Dr. Jim Grace, the current Goddard Chair at the Penn State School of Forestry.

His legacy as a public servant includes a commitment to professionalism and civil service; a state park within 25 miles of every Pennsylvanian; a watershed-scale approach to water management; dedicated funding for natural resource conservation—the Oil and Gas Fund, Project 70 and Project 500 bond initiatives; and, a profound influence on national conservation policy.  Goddard also played an instrumental role in the formation of the Delaware River Basin Commission and Susquehanna River Basin Commission.
“‘Doc’ Goddard, whom I was very fortunate to know personally, was a true visionary, advancing conservation and recreation for all Pennsylvanian's at a time of extreme challenges, said DCNR Deputy Secretary Cindy Dunn, among the event’s scheduled speakers. “As conservationists, we face very similar challenges and opportunities today, and can draw inspiration and wisdom from Maurice Goddard.”

"Doc Goddard laid the foundation for all that we are and all that we do in the Department of Environmental Protection. His vision and tenacity in management of the Commonwealth's natural resources serves as a core in the movement of watershed management. We owe so much to his efforts.  It is important for our current and future staff that we do not forget his efforts that so touch all of us,” said John Hines, Deputy Secretary for DEP.

Retiring from state service in 1979, he stayed extremely active serving as a voice for Pennsylvania’s natural resources and serving on the boards of a number of conservation groups.  He advocated for establishing a separate agency for parks and forestry; and in 1995, the same year in which he died, Governor Tom Ridge created the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.  
The PHMC marker reads: “MAURICE K. GODDARD (1912-1995): Served five governors from 1955 to 1979 in an extraordinary career as Secretary of the former Departments of Environmental Resources and Forests and Waters. Goddard significantly expanded the state park system, established state forest natural and wild areas, and professionalized forestry and environmental management in state government. A leader in air and water resource management, he inspired environmental awareness nationwide.”

There are plans to erect additional historical markers at other select to honor the life and work of Dr. Goddard as part of the multi-year Maurice K. Goddard Legacy Project.   The Project, which launched in September of 2009, will also be unveiling 25 interpretive panels celebrating Maurice’s life at state parks across the Commonwealth; will be rededicating Wykoff Run as Maurice Goddard Natural Area at Wykoff Run; is working in conjunction with WITF to release a documentary on the life of Goddard which airs this November; and is developing a leadership program for youth and young professionals. 
About the PA Parks & Forests Foundation/ PaParksAndForests.org
The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is a non-profit that supports Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks and 2.2 million acres of forest by coordinating volunteers, activities and donations to encourage recreation, healthier life styles, education, land acquisition, and natural/cultural resources.  PPFF helps maximize the economic and environmental benefits from our parks and forests.   Founded in 1999, PPFF has 30 chapters. 

About the Maurice K. Goddard Legacy Project

The goal of the Maurice K. Goddard Legacy Project is to celebrate the accomplishments of Maurice K. Goddard and to rededicate all Pennsylvanians to his vision and values for the conservation of our natural resources.  The multi-year endeavor includes projects that have been organized to build awareness of his legacy and share it with all Pennsylvanians.  Project partners include:  Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, WITF, Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission, and Pennsylvania Association of Environmental Professionals. Funding for the project was made possible by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Heinz Endowment, The Richard King Mellon Foundation, The McKenna Foundation, The Foundation For Pennsylvania Watersheds, and private contributions. 
PHMC markers are nominated by the general public and approved by the commission on an annual basis. For more information about the Pennsylvania Historical Marker Program, visit www.phmc.state.pa.us.
For more information, visit www.PaParksAndForests.org and follow us on Facebook.

# # #
Contact:  Marci Mowery, President, 717-236-7644,  cell phone: 717-371-2155, � HYPERLINK "mailto:mmowery-ppff@pa.net" ��mmowery-ppff@pa.net�


Ellen Zeph, Communications Specialist 717-236-7644, � HYPERLINK "mailto:ezeph-ppff@pa.net" ��ezeph-ppff@pa.net�








�








