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INNOVATIVE PIN PROGRAM TO RAISE FUNDS FOR PENNSYLVANIA STATE PARK AND FOREST SYSTEMS
HARRISBURG:  Pennsylvania’s state park and forest systems are benefiting from the sale of a new commemorative pin featuring original artwork by Pennsylvania artists.  Sponsored by the Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation, sale of the first-ever pins, or “tags,” is designed to generate revenue and raise awareness of Pennsylvania’s 117 state park and more than 2 million acres of state forests. 

“The first tags debuting this year are destined to be a collector’s item in a process that will benefit our state parks and forests while encouraging artwork that focuses on their beauty,” Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Secretary Michael DiBerardinis said.  “We are happy to be partnering with the Pennsylvania Parks and Forest Foundation in introducing this innovative program.”

Harrisburg area artist David Lenker donated a piece of original art of Pine Grove Furnace State Park he created to launch the program. The watercolor has been converted into the tag that is being distributed for sale at Pennsylvania’s state parks and state forest districts, and through Friends groups throughout south central Pennsylvania.

The Pennsylvania Parks and Forests Foundation is statewide nonprofit organization committed to the protection, promotion and enhancement of state parks and forestland.

“Our state parks and forests are jewels that belong to each of us, says PPFF President Marci Mowery.  “We are giving people a great opportunity to show their support for the outstanding natural resources we all share in our state parks and forest system.” 
Mowery came up with the idea after hearing of successful tag programs underway at the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, stretching between Washington, D.C. and Cumberland, Md., and the Cuyahoga National Recreation Area in Ohio.  With increased demand for services in our state parks and limited funds, the tag program is designed to help supplement state park and forest projects and improvements.

“The sky is the limit,” says Mowery.  “Similar programs in other states have raised upwards of $40,000 annually at one location.”  “I know that we can do the same, if not better for our state parks and forests here in Pennsylvania,” she said.  “For $5 you can purchase the collector’s pin knowing that your money is going to help improve your state parks and forests—it’s a win-win for everyone.”

The 2006 effort is sponsored by AGRA Biofuels, the Commonwealth’s first commercial producer of biodiesel.   For details on the Pennsylvania Parks and Forest tag program, visit www.PaParksAndForests.org.  For more information on Pennsylvania’s 117 state parks, or to make an online reservation for an overnight stay, visit www.visitPAparks.com. 
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